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School exclusions are
on the rise, and it's
not just teenagers.
But one woman is
turning tantrums
into good behaviour
— and keeping kids
in the classroom
inrerview sy LIBBY PURVES

Oscax 1s six, tiny, charming and
dever and on his third “fooed term

‘- exclusion” from school. He risks
being permanently expelied for his

‘ aggressive tantrums.
Jack, aged cight, bunches in the

playgroand with no friends: sometimes, due to
his rages, his whole class has been evacuated
from the room for their safety. Olivia, nine, turns
in seconds into a mass of scowling, pushing fury.
All are losing education and distracting class-
mates: watch with dismay as a maths teacher
tries to explain improper fractions while 2 child
volcano seethes under her uniform, brewing
another eruption.
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England - the highest in a decade before the
pandemic - might suggest teenagers with
knives, but it’s the cosy, coloarful world of early
school that is seeing disruption, injuries, and
beartbreaking docisions to TEmaVe troublemak-
ors. Hearthreaking because exclusions can blight i 5 Y
a whole future. fa.uc:xtm-bmlbok&nwpﬂljnnmtk

We see Oscar, Jack and Olivia - with the
permission of their remarkable parents and  individuals. You don't want to crush the person
teachers - in Don't Exclude Me, a two-part BBC2 mwhdpmwdﬂnmnfm‘
documentary about the work of behaviour

s1s 15 NoT the voyeuristic “poverty

Gentles is a calm, smiling.

pcutace:ulkinztoberc\mlkclmymus teachers (both male and female) and

kwbdmp.slwﬁsinachswommndﬁngﬁw conccrmdpmu.chalchmﬁamep\in to have words.
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dnqukdyinsiﬂsonmention it would be hard to be told how to do yoar job, ‘99
i butmuallrltkgoodwukbrbdp.mdﬂ- peeds by actions,

that it isn't
Ws&wmdﬂemw she demaonstrates
explains. behaviour and mot despair at setbacks.

“Feelings running loose- .
ﬁu-&unndndmmlh‘.mum mdmmnnm:mmnmu
of her work she comes at it in;!_rithil.youiuviublymenaﬁnlly teaches even the smallest

teacher,you  quences”, that outbursts have resul

prycholopical
in words a raging child can entwined yoarself. 5o, as a parent of
without jargon. need to understand that you are reacting, to0.  she can accept them.”
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older who lacked such Joving attentios, o
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firm and wise school is well equipped, with good liberated by drama exercises shoutisg
Shakespearean insults and saying it's a rebie

“When 1 started work at the PRU. sbe =7
puecmmuuiaud their wants 3/
and eye contact, and explains i and didn't know what (0

them she dislikes but their dﬁsmmmmnmm- they just knew they didn’t fecl great
bwwm;muw aotoldthewod:lthwuhbehmou: The
needed to understand that feelings *'
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1t’s our duty to belp “I feel passionately about behaviour, and it’s OK but you can say them, and conduct 10"
well in public without denying them.” >°
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Worse “consequences” than Gentless
ones. "It doesn’t work if they
anger, or don't happen, oF et ¢
have nothing left. Balance ther
and praise. Let them separate the 0335 ba
mw\m‘l‘lxﬂ\ﬂwl]h‘_\ really are”
Tt may sound soft, but when you
firm woman gently telling an infuri
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up and leaving class’, it palpably wors
But it requires time, patience - and JJults. mow, aged 18 and 13, and y© she som:
c‘“ﬂmmmwhxn resi dge naps Fust last week 1 was w yking re i
wxtra”,  hours, tired and T'd asked the cidest to Go
greer! Bud adter that
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At home, both parents may have to work bits and be h.u..n‘(

screens become babysitters. Gentles is - typically moment 1 was able t
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se | understood that, T could calen down,

o recognise that 1 was

h my fed-up behaviour

- balanced about that. .
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ways, but definitely has an impact o0 the get round the guilt
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